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Introduction
This document reports the results of a survey conducted for the Landowners and Operators Car-
ing About the Land (LOCAL) project. The LOCAL project is a joint effort between Conservation 
Districts of Iowa, Agren, Inc., and Iowa State University (ISU) Extension Sociology. Funded 
by a Conservation Innovation (CIG) grant from the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), the purpose of the project is to develop and promote market-based incentives that 
lead farm operators and non-operator landowners to implement conservation-friendly manage-
ment on rented farmland. The overall goal of the program is to improve the mutual capacity and 
willingness of non-operator landowners and their operators to achieve conservation objectives. 
This report addresses objective 1 of the project: to improve our understanding of landowner and 
operator willingness and capacity to participate in and support natural resources conservation on 
Iowa’s farmland.
The Survey process
The purpose of the survey is to provide baseline social, economic, and behavioral data to inform 
the development of a market-based conservation certification program and facilitate inclusion of 
environmental and social responsibility criteria in leasing arrangements between operators and 
landowners. The survey was designed to collect data on variables that are associated with deci-
sion making including socio-economic characteristics, general attitudes toward conservation, 
knowledge of and concern about local environmental conditions, past and planned conservation 
behavior, social networks, farm characteristics and practices, and relationships between landown-
ers and operators. Key questions focused on landowner interest in incorporating environmental 
and social performance criteria into leasing arrangements and operator willingness to market 
their conservation farming skills in order to retain land leases or compete for new ones.
The survey was conducted in the two areas where the CIG-funded projects are being imple-
mented. The study sites were the Dickinson County portion of the Little Sioux watershed and the 
Lake Panorama watershed, which covers portions of Carroll, Greene, and Guthrie Counties. The 
entire population of landowners who rent land to farm operators and operators who rent land as 
part of their operations were surveyed at each site. The Farm Service Agency provided the lists 
of landowners and operators. Agren and ISU extension cleaned the lists and prepared them for 
the survey mailing. The final lists contained 1398 landowners and 997 operators. 
The survey followed the Dillman Tailored Design Method, and included a two-dollar bill with 
the first mailing of the survey as a token gift of appreciation for participation. A postcard re-
minder was sent to non-respondents two weeks later, followed by a second mailing of the survey. 
Survey response rate details are provided in table 1. The response rate was 59 percent for the 
landowner survey and 40 percent for the operator survey.
Survey results
This report presents the tabulated results of the surveys. The tables present the questions and 
response categories as they were presented in the surveys. The number of responses for each 
question or question item is provided in parentheses. 
The results are presented in three sections. The first section presents the results for all of the 
questions that were posed to landowners. The second section presents the results for all questions 
that were posed to operators. The third section presents the results from a combined data set that 
contained questions that were asked of both landowners and operators to facilitate comparisons 
between the two groups.
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Table 1. Response rates by group
Landowners Operators
Surveys mailed 1,398 997
Deceased or undeliverable 37 9
Ineligible, did not rent land 146 176
Eligible respondents 1215 812
Refusals 505 487
Completed surveys 712 325
Final response rate 59 percent 40 percent
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Landowners and Operators Caring About the Land (LOCAL) 
Iowa Farmland Owner and Operator Survey 
Landowner Survey Data 
(N=712)
Introductory text: 
Thank you for participating in our survey of landowners who rent Iowa farmland to farm 
operators. The following are questions about the farmland that you rent to others, including 
land used for row crops, pasture or hayland, forest, natural areas and wildlife habitat, and 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) or Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) land. Again, we 
thank you for taking the time to take our survey. 
1) Which of the following best describes your landownership situation in Iowa? (n=685)
I rent Iowa farmland directly to a farm operator. 98.1% 
 Please continue to question 2 I rent Iowa farmland to a farm operator through a 
farm management firm. 1.9%
 2) People maintain ownership of land for many reasons. Please rate the importance of each 
reason in your decision to maintain ownership of your Iowa farmland.  
Not at All 
Important 
Slightly 
Important 
Somewhat 
Important Important 
Very 
Important 
— Percentage — 
I want to keep the land in the family .......... (n=701) 5.1 6.0 11.3 28.0 49.6 
Owning farmland provides tax benefits ..... (n=663) 19.5 17.6 25.8 27.6 9.5 
I like to enjoy the land’s natural beauty ..... (n=688) 6.5 9.7 18.5 35.8 29.5 
I view the land as a good investment ........ (n=703) 1.0 1.7 7.3 41.1 48.9 
The land helps to keep me connected with the 
community where it is located ................... (n=687) 13.8 15.9 23.1 29.5 17.6 
I have many fond memories associated with the 
land ........................................................... (n=690) 10.1 9.1 17.1 30.4 33.2 
The land is an important source of annual  
income ....................................................... (n=702) 3.4 7.3 11.4 30.6 47.3 
I enjoy hunting, fishing, and other similar forms of 
recreation on the land ............................... (n=668) 51.5 16.2 13.9 9.3 9.1 
I enjoy bird or other wildlife watching on the  
land ........................................................... (n=674) 32.6 17.4 19.1 18.4 12.5 
To keep a personal connection to farming (n=690) 11.2 11.9 20.7 34.2 22.0 
Commitment to previous generations ....... (n=679) 17.1 7.5 18.4 29.0 28.0 
Desire to pass land to the next generation (n=691) 8.1 6.1 12.4 28.8 44.6 
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 3) Decisions regarding farmland management are influenced by many factors. Please rate 
the extent to which the following factors influence your management decisions about 
your Iowa farmland.  
No
Influence 
Slight
Influence 
Moderate 
Influence 
High
Influence 
Very high 
Influence 
— Percentage —
Need for income .............................. (n=695) 4.2 6.6 24.3 35.4 29.5 
Concern for the environment ........... (n=686) 3.5 9.6 31.8 37.3 17.8 
The way things have traditionally been 
done ................................................. (n=670) 17.8 21.6 34.5 18.5 7.6 
Recreational considerations ............ (n=660) 41.5 23.3 21.7 8.5 5.0 
Wildlife considerations ..................... (n=670) 20.4 21.3 29.9 18.8 9.6 
Aesthetic considerations .................. (n=625) 20.8 23.0 31.5 18.2 6.4 
 4) Thinking generally about the area(s) where your Iowa farmland is located, to what extent 
do you agree or disagree with the following statements?  
Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Uncertain Agree 
Strongly 
Agree 
— Percentage —
Landowners need more help to improve the 
environmental performance of their farms
 ............................................................ (n=668) 3.3 13.6 38.2 36.2 8.7 
Non-farm sources are causing water quality 
problems ............................................. (n=670) 2.1 10.9 41.0 34.9 11.0 
Short-term income needs often take 
precedence over conservation needs . (n=662) 5.0 23.4 28.1 37.6 5.9 
I am concerned about agriculture’s impact on 
wildlife habitat ..................................... (n=666) 3.6 17.3 29.7 40.8 8.6 
I am concerned about agriculture’s impact on 
water quality ........................................ (n=672) 1.0 8.2 17.3 56.7 16.8 
Farming activities are causing water quality 
problems ............................................. (n=668) 5.4 22.8 33.7 30.4 7.8 
Tile drainage is causing water quality 
problems ............................................. (n=664) 7.5 28.0 44.9 15.1 4.5 
Landowners are ultimately responsible for 
ensuring that farming activities on their land 
do not harm the environment .............. (n=676) 2.1 6.1 17.8 58.3 15.8 
I am substantially involved in organized 
watershed management activities ...... (n=639) 7.0 24.9 34.1 27.7 6.3 
I would be willing to get more involved in 
watershed management activities ...... (n=638) 8.5 20.2 49.2 17.7 4.4 
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5) Landowners establish various types of conservation practices to address different 
natural resource issues on their land. Considering only farmland that you rent to others, 
please look at the following list of commonly used conservation practices and indicate 
whether you believe…  
1) you (or your renter) have implemented the practice on your farmland to an adequate 
extent,
2) you should implement the practice or improve the effectiveness of a practice you 
currently have in place, but have not done so yet, 
3) the practice is not applicable on your land. 
Have implemented 
practice to an 
adequate extent 
Should implement 
or improve 
practice 
Practice not 
applicable 
Don’t 
know 
— Percentage —
Terraces ....................................... (n=666) 33.3 7.1 50.8 8.9 
Grassed waterways ...................... (n=680) 66.5 10.0 16.0 7.5 
Conservation tillage (i.e., no-till) ... (n=666) 62.5 11.4 12.9 13.2 
Buffer strips of grass and/or trees along 
streams and other waterways ...... (n=662) 44.7 8.9 37.2 9.2 
Contour buffer or filter strips of grass or 
other vegetation along slopes ...... (n=650) 37.1 9.5 40.6 12.8 
Manure or nutrient management plan
 ..................................................... (n=653) 38.3 8.0 38.9 14.9 
Constructed or restored wetlands (n=644) 16.1 7.3 63.5 13.0 
Conservation plan for Highly Erodible 
Land ............................................. (n=656) 40.2 8.4 39.9 11.4 
Cover crops .................................. (n=641) 25.7 9.4 44.3 20.6 
Set-aside acres, such as land in the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
 ..................................................... (n=653) 40.1 5.4 40.9 13.6 
 6) Over the past ten years, what is the approximate total cost of all of the conservation 
practices that you have established on the farmland that you rent to others? Please 
consider all expenses, including those covered by cost share or other sources. (n=638)
None ............................................................  22.9% 
Under $5,000 ...............................................  30.6% 
Between $5,000 and $15,000 ......................  24.8% 
Between $15,000 and $25,000 ....................  10.2% 
Between $25,000 and $50,000 ....................  8.0% 
Between $50,000 and $100,000 ..................  2.7% 
Over $100,000 .............................................  0.9% 
6     Landowners and Operators Caring About the Land (LOCAL): Iowa Farmland Owner and Operator Survey Report
Landowner Survey Results 
7) Several agencies and organizations in Iowa have programs that help landowners to 
implement conservation activities on their land. Please indicate whether or not you are 
enrolled or have received financial or technical support from these programs.
Yes No 
Don’t 
Know 
— Percentage —
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)? ......................................... (n=668) 45.2 44.3 10.5 
Environmental Quality Improvement Program (EQIP)? ................... (n=640) 7.2 71.4 21.4 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)? ................................... (n=633) 6.6 69.2 24.2 
IA Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship Cost-Share? . (n=636) 13.7 64.2 22.2 
Low-Interest (3%) Loan for Agricultural Best Practices ................... (n=639) 1.3 81.1 17.7 
I have received cost-share, annual payments, and/or other assistance 
with conservation, but I don’t know the program name ................... (n=608) 17.3 64.6 18.1 
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8) The following are areas in which several agencies, organizations, and private companies 
provide services that help landowners to improve the economic and environmental 
efficiency of their land management activities. Please indicate how interested or 
uninterested you would be in receiving more information, technical assistance, or other 
support in the following areas.  
Not at All 
Interested 
Somewhat 
Interested Interested 
Very 
Interested Uncertain 
— Percentage —
Cropland management ........... (n=641) 50.7 20.1 17.9 3.9 7.3 
Pasture and hayland management
 ............................................... (n=639) 75.6 8.6 8.0 2.3 5.5 
Livestock management .......... (n=640) 80.9 7.0 5.3 2.0 4.7 
Conservation tillage (i.e., no-till)
 ............................................... (n=638) 42.8 24.1 20.7 6.4 6.0 
Soil fertility improvement ........ (n=648) 32.1 24.4 27.6 11.1 4.8 
Water quality improvement ..... (n=639) 33.3 24.4 26.8 10.3 5.2 
Wildlife habitat improvement .. (n=640) 41.7 26.6 16.7 9.4 5.6 
Assessment of your farmland’s overall 
environmental performance .... (n=637) 36.4 25.4 23.4 7.5 7.2 
Negotiating farmland leases ... (n=646) 48.8 15.2 18.6 11.9 5.6 
Communicating with renters ... (n=634) 49.5 15.3 19.7 10.6 4.9 
Incorporating conservation stipulations 
into lease agreements ............ (n=633) 48.8 20.7 17.1 5.5 7.9 
Land transfer/succession options
 ............................................... (n=630) 42.1 17.3 20.0 14.0 6.7 
Tile drainage maintenance or 
improvement ........................... (n=641) 31.0 24.5 29.0 10.3 5.1 
Soil erosion control ................. (n=639) 30.4 23.0 28.5 13.0 5.2 
Government commodity programs
 ............................................... (n=636) 43.6 22.0 20.4 7.2 6.8 
Government conservation programs
 ............................................... (n=636) 35.4 24.4 24.7 9.7 5.8 
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 9) Landowners’ decisions about the activities that take place on their land can be influenced 
by many individuals and organizations. Please indicate how much the following people 
and organizations influence the decisions that you make about how your rented land is 
managed.
No
Influence 
Slight
Influence 
Moderate 
Influence 
High
Influence 
Very high 
Influence 
— Percentage —
Spouse/partner ............................. (n=663) 37.9 12.8 19.2 19.8 10.4 
Children ........................................ (n=672) 46.1 16.5 20.1 11.6 5.7 
Co-owners .................................... (n=631) 67.2 6.5 9.4 11.1 5.9 
Friends/neighbors who farm ......... (n=660) 55.8 20.8 17.1 3.9 2.4 
Friends/neighbors who do not farm
 ...................................................... (n=649) 86.1 8.6 4.0 0.8 0.5 
Banker(s) ...................................... (n=653) 75.8 13.3 7.8 2.1 0.9 
Lawyer(s) ...................................... (n=655) 75.7 13.6 8.5 1.4 0.8 
Farm manager .............................. (n=647) 85.3 5.1 3.6 2.6 3.4 
Tenant(s)/renter(s) ........................ (n=678) 11.7 13.7 27.4 29.1 18.1 
Custom operator ........................... (n=641) 86.6 4.1 5.8 2.0 1.6 
Seed and/or chemical dealers ...... (n=646) 69.3 14.1 11.3 4.5 0.8 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS–formerly SCS) .................. (n=650) 48.6 18.9 23.7 7.2 1.5 
Iowa State University Extension ... (n=649) 49.3 22.8 20.0 6.2 1.7 
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship (IDALS) .................... (n=638) 64.3 18.8 13.6 2.7 0.6 
IA Department of Natural Resources
 ...................................................... (n=641) 59.3 17.9 17.2 4.7 0.9 
Local County Soil & Water Conservation 
District ........................................... (n=643) 44.9 23.5 24.0 6.5 1.1 
Farmer Associations (i.e., Farm Bureau)
 ...................................................... (n=647) 66.3 17.8 12.4 2.9 0.6 
 10) How many acres of Iowa farmland do you own?  
(n=679) Range = 5-9,000 acres; x = 337.3 acres; Std. Dev. = 621.3 
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 11) How many acres of Iowa farmland did you rent to others in 2009?  
(n=667) Range = 5-4,000 acres; x = 279.5 acres; Std. Dev. = 358 
 12) About how many acres of the farmland that you rent to others is in the following? 
Number of acres 
Row crop production (corn, 
soybeans) .............................  (n=627) Range = 1-5,000; x = 259.4; Std. Dev. = 343.5 
Grazing of livestock and/or 
hay production ......................  (n=134) Range = 3-1,000; x = 73.9; Std. Dev. = 140.2 
Forestry/timber production ...  (n=12) Range = 5-100; x = 28.7; Std. Dev. = 35.5 
Natural areas (wildlife habitat, 
CRP, etc.) .............................  (n=180) Range = 1-1,000; x = 57.3; Std. Dev. = 140 
 13) Thinking about the largest parcel of farmland that you rent to others in Iowa, where do 
you live in relation to that land? (n=698) 
22.5% On the land  Please skip to question 15 
14.5% Less than 5 miles from the land 
29.9% 5 to 24 miles from the land 
5.2% 25 to 49 miles from the land 
8.7% 50 to 149 miles from the land 
5.0% 150 to 299 miles from the land 
14.2% 300 miles or more from the land 
 14) On average, how often do you visit the largest parcel of Iowa farmland that you rent to 
others? (n = 534) 
5.8% Daily 
18.0% Weekly 
16.7% Monthly 
34.3% Several times a year 
12.5% Once a year 
12.7% Less than once a year 
 15) How did you acquire the largest parcel of Iowa farmland that you rent to others? (n=699) 
55.8% Purchased 
38.2% Inherited 
2.1% Marriage or divorce 
2.4% Land was received as a gift from a person living at the time of the transfer 
1.4% In some other way 
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 16) Do you share ownership of the largest parcel of Iowa farmland you rent to others? 
(n=702)
44.3% No, I am the sole owner 
32.8% Yes, with my spouse/partner 
19.2% Yes, with another relative (brother/sister, nephew/niece, parent, etc.) 
0.4% Yes, with a non-related person (business partner, friend) 
3.3% Yes, in some other way  
 17) How many years has the farmland that your family has owned the longest been in the 
family?   
(n=669) Range = 1-166 years; x = 64.1 years; Std. Dev. = 33.7 
 18) When you no longer own or manage the farmland that you rent out, how likely or unlikely 
is it the that following will happen? 
Very 
Unlikely Unlikely Uncertain Likely 
Very 
Likely 
— Percentage —
A younger family member will own and farm it
 ................................................................. (n=524) 44.7 10.5 13.4 10.9 20.6 
A younger family member will own and rent it out
 ................................................................. (n=593) 18.0 4.4 16.2 27.2 34.2 
An unrelated person will own and farm it . (n=471) 48.0 11.3 24.0 9.1 7.6 
An unrelated person will own and rent it out
 ................................................................. (n=453) 51.7 10.8 28.3 5.3 4.0 
19a) Thinking about decisions regarding activities undertaken on the largest parcel of Iowa 
farmland that you rent to others, who is primarily responsible for making the following 
types of decisions? 
Select one answer on each line across unless decision-making responsibility is shared 
equally between two or more people, in which case select two or more.
n=712 for each item Me
Co-
owner(s) 
Tenant/
renter 
Farm
manager 
Agronomist/ 
crop
consultant 
— Percentage ’ed —
Crop inputs (seeds, fertilizers, chemicals) 7.9 2.2 88.9 2.2 0.4 
Tillage practices (when/how to plow or 
not).......................................................... 9.7 2.8 85.7 2.1 0.0 
Type of crops grown ............................... 11.0 2.4 84.2 2.3 0.0 
Tile drainage maintenance or 
improvement ........................................... 42.8 11.1 46.3 2.8 0.1 
Conservation practice establishment ...... 35.3 9.6 54.6 2.8 0.3 
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19b) Distribution of decision making between landlords and operators. 
n=712 for each item 
Operator 
primary 
Operator and 
landlord share 
equally 
Landlord 
primary 
Neither
primary 
— Percentage —
Crop inputs (seeds, fertilizers, chemicals) ........ 85.4 3.5 4.4 6.7 
Tillage practices (when and how to plow or not) 90.3 3.9 5.8 8.6 
Type of crops grown ......................................... 80.0 4.2 6.8 9.0 
Tile drainage maintenance or improvement ..... 36.1 6.6 39.7 17.6 
Conservation practice establishment ................ 47.7 6.9 28.4 17.0 
 20) To whom do you rent the most Iowa farmland? (n=700) 
35.6% A relative 
27.1% A friend of the family 
37.3% A person who is neither a relative nor a friend of the family  
 21) Thinking about the person who rents the most land from you, for how many years has 
that person rented land from you? 
(n=680) Range = 0-60 years; x = 13.9 years; Std. Dev. = 9.8 
 22) In 2009, about how many times did you communicate about farming with the person who 
rents the most land from you (including any discussion of conservation issues: i.e., soil 
erosion, establishment of conservation practices, conservation tillage, or another 
conservation issue)? 
(n=646) Range = 0-365 times; x = 15.9 times; Std. Dev. = 43.9 
 23) In 2009, about how many times did you communicate with the same person specifically 
regarding conservation issues? 
(n=635) Range = 0-365 times; x = 5.7 times; Std. Dev. = 23.2 
 24) What type of lease agreement do you have with the person who rents the most land from 
you? (n=695) 
24.9% Verbal cash rent agreement 
53.8% Written cash rent agreement 
11.8% Verbal crop share agreement 
8.3% Written crop share agreement 
1.2% Other
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 25) Thinking about the largest parcel of Iowa farmland that you own, please indicate your 
level of agreement or disagreement with these statements.  
Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Uncertain Agree 
Strongly 
Agree 
— Percentage —
I don’t have enough time to be involved in 
decision making ................................. (n=636) 25.2 43.4 13.7 14.9 2.8 
My renter does a good job of maintaining soil 
productivity ........................................ (n=694) 1.0 0.1 3.9 52.7 42.2 
My renter does a good job of avoiding soil 
erosion ............................................... (n=688) 0.3 0.4 6.4 52.9 40.0 
My renter does a good job of avoiding runoff 
(fertilizers, chemicals) into streams ... (n=683) 0.4 0.6 11.3 50.7 37.0 
I am satisfied with the level of conservation 
clauses in my lease agreement ......... (n=640) 1.3 0.9 19.4 50.0 28.4 
Sometimes I feel that it is hard to 
communicate my beliefs and desires to my 
farm operator ..................................... (n=648) 36.6 43.8 11.1 6.3 2.2 
I feel comfortable asking my renter to use 
certain conservation practices on my land.
 ........................................................... (n=653) 3.1 6.3 13.6 60.3 16.7 
I would like my land to be inspected 
periodically by an independent person to 
ensure that conservation is adequate (n=660) 37.6 28.5 21.7 10.5 1.8 
I don’t know enough about farming to 
participate in many decisions............. (n=664) 34.5 34.9 9.3 16.0 5.3 
I worry that discussion of conservation might 
upset my renter .................................. (n=660) 37.1 47.1 8.8 4.5 2.4 
I require that my tenant implement whatever 
conservation practices are necessary 
 ........................................................... (n=645) 4.8 11.6 17.8 52.6 13.2 
I am committed to my renter’s continuation as 
tenant ................................................. (n=672) 2.4 3.0 8.0 53.7 32.9 
It is difficult to find out information about 
government conservation programs .. (n=651) 14.3 41.9 27.2 13.7 2.9 
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 26) Thinking about all of the Iowa farmland that you rent to others, how important is it as a 
source of income for your household? (n=693) 
5.8% Not at all important 
9.8% Slightly important 
16.6% Somewhat important 
28.9% Important 
39.0% Very important 
 27) Several groups in Iowa are thinking about starting a landowner advocate service. 
Landowner advocates would help landowners to access conservation programs and 
make informed conservation decisions that ensure that their land is cared for.
  For example, an advocate might help landowners to find technical and financial 
assistance to improve wildlife habitat or address soil erosion on their property. Or, they 
might help landowners to communicate more effectively with renters. A landowner 
advocate would always work with the landowner and for the landowner.  
Yes No 
Don’t 
Know 
— Percentage —
Would you be in favor of a landowner advocate program in Iowa?
 .................................................................................................. (n=660) 21.4 35.3 43.3 
Would you work with a landowner advocate if it were free? ...... (n=657) 27.5 30.9 41.6 
Would you consider paying for landowner advocate services? . (n=654) 4.1 68.8 27.1 
 28) If you were looking for a new renter, how comfortable would you be using an on-line 
computer matching service to review potential farm operators? (n=679) 
42.7% Very uncomfortable 
19.0% Uncomfortable 
24.0% Uncertain  
9.9% Comfortable 
4.4% Very comfortable 
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 29) Landowners use different criteria to decide who rents their land and whether their renters 
do a good job. How important are the following qualities when evaluating current or 
potential renters?
Not at All 
Important
Slightly 
Important 
Somewhat 
Important Important 
Very 
Important
— Percentage —
Amount of rent they will pay per acre
 ....................................................... (n=661) 5.4 9.2 21.5 46.9 16.9 
Trustworthiness.............................. (n=679) 0.6 0.4 1.9 32.4 64.7 
Ability to maintain soil productivity . (n=672) 0.3 0.6 5.1 45.2 48.8 
Reliability in paying the rent on time 
 ....................................................... (n=665) 2.7 1.4 4.4 41.8 49.8 
Reputation as a good farmer ......... (n=681) 0.6 0.6 3.8 42.0 53.0 
Ability to avoid soil erosion ............. (n=675) 0.6 0.7 6.7 49.9 42.1 
Ability to avoid contaminating waterways 
chemicals, nutrients, etc. ............... (n=668) 0.6 1.0 8.4 48.7 41.3 
Ability to maintain wildlife habitat ... (n=659) 9.1 13.8 27.3 31.7 18.1 
That they be active in the community
 ....................................................... (n=665) 18.5 17.7 30.1 25.6 8.1 
That I like them as a person ........... (n=678) 2.2 3.8 12.7 44.7 36.6 
That they care about me and my land
 ....................................................... (n=681) 0.9 0.6 6.5 41.1 51.0 
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30) Several groups in Iowa are thinking about developing a voluntary program to certify farm 
operators as “Master Farmland Conservationists.” To become a Master Farmland 
Conservationist, a farm operator would complete approximately 40 hours of coursework 
and instruction on conservation-related topics including:
 identifying farmland conservation needs, 
 understanding state, federal, and other conservation agencies, programs, and 
resources available to support conservation, 
 planning and implementation of conservation practices, 
 communicating conservation needs to landowners, and  
 marketing conservation skills to landowners. 
 Operators would be required to complete 3 to 6 hours of continuing education each year 
to maintain their Master Farmland Conservationist designation. Farm operators would be 
able to market their Master Farmland Conservationist certification as an asset that would 
assure landowners that they would care for their land. Please answer the following 
questions regarding the proposed program.
Yes No Maybe 
Don’t 
Know 
— Percentage —
Would you be in favor of a Master Farmland Conservationist 
program that “certifies” farm operators’ ability to apply soil 
and water conservation? ............................................. (n=647) 16.5 29.5 31.5 22.4 
Would you rent to a certified Master Farmland 
Conservationist over someone who was not certified, if rent 
did not change? ........................................................... (n=650) 14.5 31.5 38.3 15.7 
Would you be willing to accept a lower annual rental rate in 
order to rent to a certified Master Farmland Conservationist?
..................................................................................... (n=646) 1.5 68.6 15.3 14.6 
If a Master Farmland Conservationist program were 
developed, would you want your renter to become a certified 
Master Farmland Conservationist? .............................. (n=652) 8.7 24.8 36.0 30.4 
Would you be interested in learning more about certification 
programs? ................................................................... (n=645) 12.6 47.3 26.2 14.0 
Please tell us a little bit about yourself… 
 31) Are you a…  (n=687) 
61.6% Male 
38.4% Female
 32) What is your age? 
(n=673) Range = 21-99 years; x = 70.1 years; Std. Dev. = 13.4 
16     Landowners and Operators Caring About the Land (LOCAL): Iowa Farmland Owner and Operator Survey Report
Landowner Survey Results 
33) What is the highest level of education you have completed? (n=680) 
39.1% High school or less 
26.2% Some college 
34.7% Bachelor’s degree or higher 
 34) What is your marital status? (n=683) 
3.1% Never married 
69.5% Married 
23.3% Widowed
4.1% Divorced or separated 
 35) Which of the following categories do you feel best describes your status in relation to the 
Iowa farmland that you rent to others? (n=664) 
37.2% Former farmer who used to farm the land 
14.8% Spouse of a former farmer who used to farm the land 
26.1% Inheritor of farmland 
14.2% Investor with family ties to the land 
7.8% Investor with no family ties to the land 
Yes No 
Don’t 
Know 
— Percentage —
36) Do consider yourself to be retired? ................................ (n=685) 64.5 34.2 1.3 
37) Do you or have you ever considered yourself to be a farmer? 
 ............................................................................................ (n=678) 61.7 36.6 1.8 
38) Have you experienced significant soil erosion on your 
farmland due to heavy rains any time over the last five 
years? ................................................................................ (n=675) 18.5 67.3 14.2 
39) Do you believe that Iowa will experience more extreme 
weather in the future due to climate change?................ (n=671) 35.2 22.7 42.2 
 40) Thinking specifically about the environmental movement, do you think of yourself as: 
(n=663)
An active participant in 
the environmental 
movement
Sympathetic towards
the movement, 
but not active Neutral 
Unsympathetic towards
the environmental 
movement
11.6% 38.3% 43.1% 6.9% 
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Landowners and Operators Caring About the Land (LOCAL) 
Iowa Farmland Owner and Operator Survey 
Operator Survey Data 
(n=325)
Introductory text:
Thank you for participating in our survey of farmers who rent farmland in Iowa. A similar 
survey will be sent to farmland owners. We would like to ask some questions about the 
farmland that you own and rent, including land used for row crops, pasture or hayland, forest, 
natural areas and wildlife habitat, and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) or Wetlands 
Reserve Program (WRP) land. Again, we thank you for taking the time to take our survey. 
 1) Which of the following scenarios best describes your farmland operation situation? 
(n=325 for each statement) 
 % ’ed
I rent some Iowa farmland directly from a landowner. 98.2% 
I rent some Iowa farmland through a farm management firm. 12.6%
Rent from both a landowner and a farm management firm 10.8%
 2) Thinking generally about the area(s) where you farm, to what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the following statements? 
Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Uncertain Agree 
Strongly 
Agree 
— Percentage — 
Farming activities are causing water quality problems 
 ......................................................................... (n=324) 14.2 38.0 19.4 25.6 2.8 
Non-farm sources are causing water quality problems
 ......................................................................... (n=324) 2.5 8.3 21.0 52.8 15.4 
Water quality in streams and rivers on or near the land 
I farm is just fine ............................................... (n=322) 2.2 12.4 31.4 42.5 11.5 
I am concerned about agriculture’s impact on wildlife 
habitat ............................................................... (n=321) 10.6 30.8 13.1 36.8 8.7 
I am concerned about agriculture’s impact on water 
quality ............................................................... (n=323) 5.3 18.6 16.7 50.2 9.3 
Tile drainage is causing water quality problems 
 ......................................................................... (n=321) 18.7 50.8 22.1 6.9 1.6 
Landowners need more help to improve the 
environmental performance of their farms ........ (n=323) 4.6 16.7 35.3 39.9 3.4 
More data needs to be collected to identify exactly 
what the major causes (if any) of water quality 
problems are .................................................... (n=324) 2.2 6.5 19.4 53.4 18.5 
I am involved in organized watershed management 
activities............................................................ (n=306) 3.9 24.2 25.5 40.5 5.9 
I would be willing to get more involved in organized 
watershed management activities .................... (n=315) 3.2 17.1 45.4 31.4 2.9 
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 3) Landowners establish various types of conservation practices to address different natural 
resource issues on their land. Considering only farmland that you own, please look at the 
following list of commonly used conservation practices and indicate whether you 
believe…
1) you have implemented the practice on your farmland to an adequate extent, 
2) you should implement the practice or improve the effectiveness of a practice you 
currently have in place, but have not done so yet, 
3) the practice is not applicable on your land. 
If you do not own farmland, please skip to question 5.
Have implemented 
practice to an 
adequate extent 
Should
implement or 
improve practice 
Practice not 
applicable 
Don’t 
know 
— Percentage — 
Terraces .............................................. (n=240) 37.5 11.3 47.9 3.3 
Grassed waterways ............................. (n=243) 64.6 20.6 14.8 0.0 
Conservation tillage (no-till, reduced till, etc.)
 ............................................................ (n=247) 77.3 9.3 12.1 1.2 
Buffer strips of grass and/or trees along 
ditches, streams, and other waterways
 ............................................................ (n=244) 46.7 14.3 35.7 3.3 
Contour buffer or filter strips of grass or other 
perennial vegetation ............................ (n=242) 39.3 13.6 43.0 4.1 
Manure or nutrient management plan . (n=245) 45.7 7.8 44.1 2.4 
Constructed or restored wetlands ....... (n=243) 13.2 4.1 78.2 4.5 
Set-aside acres, such as land in the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
 ............................................................ (n=243) 42.8 4.9 46.9 5.3 
 4) Over the past ten years, what is the approximate total cost of all of the conservation 
practices that you have established on the farmland you own? Please consider all 
expenses, including those covered by cost share, loans, or other sources. (n=244)
None ......................................................... 11.9% 
Under $5,000 ............................................ 31.1% 
Between $5,000 and $15,000 ................... 28.3% 
Between $15,000 and $25,000 ................. 10.7% 
Between $25,000 and $50,000 ................. 12.7% 
Between $50,000 and $100,000 ............... 3.3%
Over $100,000 .......................................... 2.0%
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 5) Now, considering the farmland that you rent from others, please indicate whether you 
believe…
1) you or your landlord have implemented the practices to an adequate extent, 
2) you or your landlord should implement the practice or improve the effectiveness of a 
practice that is currently in place, but have not done so yet, 
3) the practice is not applicable on your landlord’s land. 
Have implemented 
practice to an 
adequate extent 
Should
implement or 
improve practice 
Practice not 
applicable 
Don’t 
know 
— Percentage — 
Terraces ........................................ (n=319) 36.4 18.2 43.6 1.9 
Grassed waterways ....................... (n=321) 59.8 29.6 10.0 0.6 
Conservation tillage (no-till, reduced till, 
etc.) ............................................... (n=321) 76.9 10.9 10.3 1.9 
Buffer strips of grass and/or trees along 
ditches, streams, and other waterways
 ...................................................... (n=320) 41.9 18.1 36.9 3.1 
Contour buffer or filter strips of grass or 
other perennial vegetation ............. (n=319) 34.8 16.6 43.9 4.7 
Manure or nutrient management plan
 ...................................................... (n=317) 37.2 6.9 51.1 4.7 
Constructed or restored wetlands . (n=315) 14.0 6.0 73.3 6.7 
 6) Several agencies and organizations in Iowa have programs that help landowners to 
implement conservation activities on their land. Considering only the farmland that you 
own, please indicate whether or not you are enrolled in or have received financial or 
technical support from the following programs. If you do not own farmland, please skip to 
question 7. 
Yes No 
Don’t 
Know 
— Percentage —
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) ..................................... (n=240) 43.3 56.3 0.4 
Environmental Quality Improvement Program (EQIP) ............... (n=237) 22.8 71.7 5.5 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) ............................... (n=236) 11.4 81.4 7.2 
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship Cost- 
Share ......................................................................................... (n=236) 25.0 66.5 8.5 
State Revolving Fund Low-Interest Loan for Agricultural Best  
Practices .................................................................................... (n=235) 2.6 90.2 7.2 
I have received cost-share, annual payments, and/or other assistance 
with conservation, but I do not know the name of the program(s)
................................................................................................... (n=228) 19.3 74.6 6.1 
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7) The following are areas in which several agencies, organizations, and private companies 
provide services that help landowners and farm operators to improve the economic and 
environmental efficiency of their land management activities. Please indicate how 
interested you would be in receiving more information, technical assistance, or other 
support in the following areas.  
Not at All 
Interested 
Somewhat 
Interested Interested 
Very 
Interested Uncertain 
— Percentage — 
Cropland management ................ (n=319) 30.7 32.0 27.6 7.5 2.2 
Pasture and hayland management
 .................................................... (n=320) 63.1 16.9 13.4 5.0 1.6 
Livestock management ............... (n=319) 59.9 18.5 13.8 4.7 3.1 
Pest management ....................... (n=317) 28.4 27.4 34.7 7.3 2.2 
Soil fertility improvement ............. (n=319) 16.9 23.2 42.6 16.0 1.3 
Water quality improvement ......... (n=315) 18.7 30.2 39.4 9.5 2.2 
Wildlife habitat improvement ....... (n=319) 34.2 29.2 26.6 7.8 2.2 
Assessment of the overall environmental 
efficiency of your farmland .......... (n=319) 27.6 32.0 31.0 7.5 1.9 
Leasing/renting alternatives ........ (n=320) 29.1 25.6 29.7 11.6 4.1 
Communicating with landlords .... (n=316) 29.7 25.6 29.7 12.0 2.8 
Incorporating conservation stipulations 
into lease agreements ................. (n=317) 44.8 26.2 21.1 4.7 3.2 
Land transfer/succession options (n=316) 29.1 21.5 29.7 15.2 4.4 
Tile drainage maintenance or 
improvement ............................... (n=318) 14.5 23.0 39.3 20.8 2.5 
Soil erosion control ...................... (n=318) 14.5 27.0 40.3 16.0 2.2 
Government commodity programs
 .................................................... (n=317) 19.2 26.2 41.0 11.7 1.9 
Government conservation programs
 .................................................... (n=314) 18.8 28.0 38.2 12.7 2.2 
 8) How many acres of farmland did you own in 2009?  
(n=296) Range = 0-2,000 acres; x  = 229.6; Std. Dev. = 289.1
 9) How many acres of farmland did you rent from others in 2009?  
(n=315) Range = 2-6,600 acres; x  = 573.1; Std. Dev. = 629.6
 10) Which of the following activities usually take place on the farmland that you rent from 
others? (n=325 for each statement) 
% ’ed
96.0 Row crop production 
0.3 Forestry/timber production 
24.0 Grazing of livestock and/or hay production 
1.8 Concentrated livestock production 
11.1 Recreational activities (hunting, fishing, hiking, bird watching, etc.) 
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11) About how many acres of the farmland that you rent from others is in the following? (If 
none, please write “0”.) 
Number of Acres 
Row crop production (corn, soybeans) ......... (n=307) Range = 7-6,600 acres;  
x  = 572; Std. Dev. = 643.9 
Grazing of livestock and/or hay production .. (n=92) Range = 2-600 acres;  
x  = 84.9; Std. Dev. = 114.3 
Forestry/timber production ........................... (n=3) Range = 10-500 acres;  
x  = 183.3; Std. Dev. = 274.7 
Natural areas (wildlife habitat, CRP, etc.) .... (n=70) Range = 1-910 acres;  
x  = 54.1; Std. Dev. = 126.4 
 12) Thinking about the farmland that you rent from others, how many miles do you live from 
the parcel of rented land that is furthest from your home?  
(n=319) Range = 0-100 miles; x  = 10.1; Std. Dev. = 12.3 
13a) Thinking about decisions regarding activities undertaken on the largest parcel of Iowa 
farmland that you rent, who is responsible for making the following types of decisions? 
Select one answer on each line across unless decision-making responsibility is shared equally 
between two or more people, in which case select two or more.
n=325 for each item Operator Landlord 
Farm
manager 
Agronomist/ 
crop consultant
— Percentage ’ed —
Crop inputs (seeds, fertilizers, chemicals) ........ 97.5 3.4 1.5 1.8 
Tillage practices (when and how to plow or not) 93.5 6.2 1.8 0.0 
Type of crops grown ......................................... 95.1 6.5 2.2 0.3 
Tile drainage maintenance or improvement ..... 53.2 59.4 5.5 0.0 
Conservation practice establishment ................ 70.2 40.6 3.7 0.0 
13b) Distribution of decision making between operators and landlords. 
n=325 for each item 
Operator 
primary 
Operator and 
landlord share 
equally 
Landlord 
primary 
Neither
primary 
— Percentage —
Crop inputs (seeds, fertilizers, chemicals) ........ 94.5 3.1 0.3 2.1 
Tillage practices (when and how to plow or not) 90.8 2.8 3.4 3.1 
Type of crops grown ......................................... 90.5 4.6 1.8 3.1 
Tile drainage maintenance or improvement ..... 35.3 18.1 41.1 5.5 
Conservation practice establishment ................ 53.4 16.9 23.6 6.1 
22     Landowners and Operators Caring About the Land (LOCAL): Iowa Farmland Owner and Operator Survey Report
Operator Survey Results 
 14) Thinking about the person from whom you rent the most farmland, for how many years 
have you rented land from that person? 
(n=318) Range = 0-86 years; x  = 18.3; Std. Dev. = 12.5
 15) From whom did you rent the most farmland in 2009? (n=320)
A relative ......................................................................................... 36.9% 
A friend of the family ........................................................................ 20.0% 
A person who is neither a relative nor a friend of the family ............ 43.1% 
 16) In 2009, about how many times did you communicate about farming (including any 
discussion of conservation issues: i.e., soil erosion, water quality, establishment of 
conservation practices, conservation tillage, or another conservation issue) with the 
person from whom you rent the most land? 
(n=315) Range = 0-365 times; x  = 11.4; Std. Dev. = 29.4
 17) In 2009, about how many times did you communicate with the same person specifically 
regarding conservation issues?
(n=304) Range = 0-50 times; x  = 4.2; Std. Dev. = 7.2
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 18) Thinking about the largest parcel of Iowa farmland that you rent from others, please 
indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with these statements. 
Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Uncertain Agree 
Strongly 
Agree 
— Percentage — 
My landlord does not have enough time to be 
involved in decision making ............................ (n=316) 18.7 51.6 17.1 9.5 3.2 
My lease contract contains explicit conservation and 
environmental performance criteria ................. (n=314) 17.5 44.3 12.7 23.9 1.6 
Sometimes I feel that it is hard to communicate my 
beliefs and desires to my landlord ................... (n=317) 24.9 47.0 10.7 14.2 3.2 
Soil and water conservation practices are inadequate 
on my landlord’s land ...................................... (n=317) 27.8 46.4 12.3 10.4 3.2 
I feel comfortable suggesting that my landlord use 
certain conservation practices on their land. ... (n=315) 2.2 7.3 12.7 66.7 11.1 
My landlord is concerned about maintaining sufficient 
wildlife habitat .................................................. (n=316) 8.9 16.1 36.1 32.6 6.3 
My landlord is concerned about avoiding soil erosion 
 ........................................................................ (n=315) 1.9 3.2 8.3 65.4 21.3 
My landlord is concerned about avoiding runoff of 
fertilizers and other chemicals into streams .... (n=314) 2.2 4.5 14.6 60.8 17.8 
I am satisfied with the amount of control I have over 
production decisions ....................................... (n=316) 0.6 0.3 2.5 71.5 25.0 
I am satisfied with my ability to communicate with my 
landlord about conservation needs ................. (n=316) 1.3 2.5 6.0 71.8 18.4 
I am satisfied with the amount of control I have over 
conservation decisions .................................... (n=316) 0.6 3.8 5.1 73.4 17.1 
I would like my landlord to do more conservation, but I 
don’t want to rock the boat .............................. (n=316) 18.4 48.1 18.4 13.3 1.9 
My landlord doesn’t know enough about farming to 
participate in many decisions .......................... (n=316) 27.5 46.8 13.0 9.5 3.2 
I would like to have more influence over the 
implementation of conservation practices ....... (n=316) 15.5 39.2 27.8 15.5 1.9 
I worry that discussion of conservation might upset 
my landlord ...................................................... (n=315) 24.1 51.1 14.9 7.6 2.2 
My landlord requires me to implement whatever 
conservation practices are necessary ............. (n=313) 4.8 23.0 15.0 49.8 7.3 
My landlord is committed to my continuation as a 
tenant .............................................................. (n=316) 1.9 4.1 10.8 61.7 21.5 
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 19) Thinking generally about both the farmland that you own and the farmland that you rent 
from others, please compare the degree to which you use the following farming and 
conservation practices. 
Less than on my 
owned land 
Same as on my 
owned land 
More than on my 
owned land 
Not
applicable 
— Percentage — 
Conservation tillage (no-till, 
minimum-till, etc) .................. (n=312) 2.2 84.6 2.9 10.3 
Fall tillage ............................. (n=310) 2.6 80.3 3.9 13.2 
Spring tillage ........................ (n=308) 1.6 84.7 3.2 10.4 
Fertilizer application ............. (n=311) 1.6 92.6 1.3 4.5 
Pesticide and herbicide use . (n=310) 0.6 92.9 1.9 4.5 
Continuous corn ................... (n=305) 7.2 45.9 4.6 42.3 
Grassed waterways or filter strips
 ............................................. (n=308) 4.5 76.9 7.1 11.4 
Cover crops ......................... (n=293) 2.0 46.8 1.4 49.8 
 20) What type of lease agreement do you have with the person from whom you rent the most 
land? (n=316)
74.1% Cash rent agreement 
24.7% Crop share agreement 
1.3% Other, please specify _______________________________________ 
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21) Landowners use different criteria to select the farm operators who farm their land. 
Thinking generally about your landlord(s), please rate the importance of the following 
reasons in their decision to continue renting to you.  
Not at All 
Important 
Somewhat 
Important Important 
Very 
Important Uncertain 
— Percentage —
My reputation as a good farmer . (n=315) 1.6 5.1 35.2 57.1 1.0 
My trustworthiness ..................... (n=315) 1.6 2.2 22.9 72.7 0.6 
My ability to maintain soil productivity
 ................................................... (n=315) 3.2 5.4 37.8 53.3 0.3 
My reliability in paying the rent on time
 ................................................... (n=309) 3.9 3.9 27.5 63.8 1.0 
Amount of rent I am willing to pay per 
acre ............................................ (n=305) 9.2 17.7 36.7 33.4 3.0 
My ability to avoid soil erosion ... (n=315) 4.1 14.3 41.3 38.4 1.9 
My ability to avoid contaminating 
waterways with sediment, chemicals, or 
nutrients ..................................... (n=314) 4.8 15.3 42.7 34.1 3.2 
My ability to maintain wildlife habitat
 ................................................... (n=312) 18.6 32.4 26.0 15.7 7.4 
Because I am a family member . (n=305) 51.1 9.2 15.7 18.7 5.2 
Because I am a friend of the family
 ................................................... (n=300) 45.0 19.7 18.3 9.3 7.7 
Because I am an outstanding member of 
the community ........................... (n=307) 33.6 20.8 28.0 9.8 7.8 
Because they like me as a person
 ................................................... (n=312) 7.4 14.1 42.0 33.0 3.5 
Because I care about them and their 
land ............................................ (n=312) 2.9 5.8 30.8 59.0 1.6 
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 22) Several groups in Iowa are thinking about setting up a voluntary program to certify farm 
operators as “Master Conservationists.” To become a Master Conservationist, a farm 
operator would complete approximately 40 hours of coursework and instruction on a 
range of conservation-related topics including:
 identifying farmland conservation needs, 
 understanding state, federal, and other conservation agencies, programs, and 
resources available to support conservation, 
 planning and implementation of conservation practices, 
 communicating conservation needs to landowners, and  
 marketing conservation skills to landowners. 
Operators would be required to complete 3 to 6 hours of continuing education each year 
to maintain their Master Conservationist designation. Farm operators would be able to 
market their Master Conservationist certification as an asset that would assure 
landowners that they would care for their land. Please answer the following questions 
regarding the proposed program.
Yes No Maybe 
Don’t 
Know 
— Percentage —
Would you be in favor of a Master Conservationist 
system that “certifies” farm operators’ ability to apply soil 
and water conservation? ..................................... (n=312) 14.7 39.1 36.2 9.9 
Do you think landowners would rent to a certified Master 
Conservationist over someone who was not certified, if 
rent did not change? ............................................ (n=313) 8.9 38.0 34.5 18.5 
Would you be interested in learning more about a Master 
Conservationist program? ................................... (n=312) 19.2 38.8 33.3 8.7 
If a Master Conservationist program were established, 
would you want to become a certified Master 
Conservationist? .................................................. (n=311) 11.3 37.3 38.3 13.2 
Do you think your landlord(s) would want you to become 
a certified Master Conservationist? ..................... (n=314) 5.4 38.2 28.3 28.0 
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 23) The following are topic areas that might be included in a Master Conservationist training 
program. Please indicate your level of interest or disinterest in the following potential 
areas of instruction.
Not at All 
Interested 
Somewhat 
Interested Interested 
Very 
Interested Uncertain 
— Percentage —
New technologies or innovations in natural 
resource management .................... (n=308) 15.9 39.6 28.9 6.2 9.4 
Tools and tips for marketing and promoting 
your services to absentee landowners
 ........................................................ (n=308) 23.4 31.8 26.9 9.1 8.8 
Leadership opportunities in natural 
resources conservation ................... (n=308) 37.0 30.8 16.2 6.2 9.7 
Communicating the importance of 
conservation to landlords ................ (n=307) 20.8 37.1 27.7 7.2 7.2 
Communicating the value of your 
conservation skills to landlords ....... (n=308) 17.9 39.6 25.3 8.8 8.4 
Improving wildlife habitat on farmland for 
hunting, birdwatching, fishing, or other 
wildlife-related activities .................. (n=307) 33.6 33.2 18.9 5.5 8.8 
 24) If you were looking for new farmland to rent, how comfortable would you be using an on-
line computer matching service to market yourself to potential landlords? (n=315)
17.5% Very uncomfortable 
16.2% Uncomfortable 
38.4% Uncertain  
22.2% Comfortable 
5.7% Very comfortable 
 25) Are you a… (n=317)
98.1% Male 
1.9% Female 
 26) What is your age?  
(n=314) Range = 24-99 years; x  = 53.2; Std. Dev. = 12.8
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 27) What is the highest level of education you have completed? (n=318)
0.6% Less than 9th grade 
1.9% 9th to 12th grade, no diploma 
45.0% High school graduate (or equivalent) 
15.4% Technical/vocational school 
17.6% Some college, no degree 
14.2% Bachelor’s degree 
1.9% Some graduate school 
3.5% Graduate or professional degree 
 28) Which category best represents your gross farm sales for 2009? (n=304)
0.7% Less than $2,500 
1.3% $2,500 to $9,999 
3.3% $10,000 to $19,999 
4.9% $20,000 to $39,999 
12.5% $40,000 to $99,999 
35.2% $100,000 to $249,999 
20.4% $250,000 to $499,999 
21.7% $500,000 or more 
 29) Thinking about all of the Iowa farmland that you rent from others, how important is it as a 
source of income for your household? (n=317)
0.9% Not important 
10.4% Somewhat important 
19.2% Important 
32.5% Very important 
36.9% Extremely important 
 30) Thinking generally about all of the farmland that you 
rent, do you feel that the soil and water 
conservation measures currently in place are truly 
adequate to ensure that soil erosion is kept below 
tolerable levels and runoff of nutrients and sediment 
into waterways is minimized? (n=305)
Yes ...  87.9% 
No ....  12.1% 
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Landowners and Operators Caring About the Land (LOCAL) 
Iowa Farmland Owner and Operator Survey 
Merged Landowner and Operator Survey Data: Questions in Common 
 1) Thinking generally about the area(s) where your Iowa farmland is located (landowners) or 
where you farm (operators), to what extent do you agree or disagree with the following 
statements?
Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Uncertain Agree
Strongly 
Agree 
— Percentage —
Non-farm sources are causing water 
quality problems ............................... 
Landowners .. (n=670) 2.1 10.9 41.0 34.9 11.0 
Operators ..(n=324) 2.5 10.8 41.0 34.7 11.1 
I am concerned about agriculture’s 
impact on wildlife habitat .................. 
Landowners .. (n=666) 3.6 17.3 29.7 40.8 8.6 
Operators ..(n=321) 10.6 30.8 13.1 36.8 8.7 
I am concerned about agriculture’s 
impact on water quality .................... 
Landowners .. (n=669) 1.0 8.2 17.3 56.7 16.8 
Operators......(n=323) 5.3 18.6 16.7 50.2 9.3 
Farming activities are causing water 
quality problems ............................... 
Landowners .. (n=668) 5.4 22.8 33.7 30.4 7.8 
Operators......(n=324) 14.2 38.0 19.4 25.6 2.8 
Tile drainage is causing water 
quality problems ............................... 
Landowners .. (n=664) 7.5 28.0 44.9 15.1 4.5 
Operators......(n=321) 18.7 50.8 22.1 6.9 1.6 
I am substantially involved in 
organized watershed management 
activities ........................................... 
Landowners .. (n=639) 7.0 24.9 34.1 27.7 6.3 
Operators......(n=306) 3.9 24.2 25.5 40.5 5.9 
I would be willing to get more 
involved in watershed management 
activities ........................................... 
Landowners .. (n=669) 8.5 20.2 49.2 17.7 4.4 
Operators......(n=315) 3.2 17.1 45.4 31.4 2.9 
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2) Landowners establish various types of conservation practices to address different 
natural resource issues on their land. Considering only farmland that you rent to or from 
others, please look at the following list of commonly used conservation practices and 
indicate whether you believe… 
1) you (or your renter (landlords) or landlord (operators)) have implemented the practice 
on your farmland to an adequate extent, 
2) you should implement the practice or improve the effectiveness of a practice you 
currently have in place, but have not done so yet, 
3) the practice is not applicable on your land. 
Have 
implemented 
practice to 
an adequate 
extent 
Should 
implement 
or improve 
practice 
Practice
not
applicable
Don’t 
know 
— Percentage —
Terraces ........................................... 
Landowners .. (n=666) 33.3 7.1 50.8 8.9 
Operators...... (n=319) 36.4 18.2 43.6 1.9 
Grassed waterways ......................... 
Landowners .. (n=680) 66.5 10.0 16.0 7.5 
Operators...... (n=321) 59.8 29.6 10.0 0.6 
Conservation tillage (i.e., no-till) .......
Landowners .. (n=666) 62.5 11.4 12.9 13.2 
Operators...... (n=321) 76.9 10.9 10.3 1.9 
Buffer strips of grass and/or trees 
along streams and other waterways 
Landowners .. (n=662) 44.7 8.9 37.2 9.2 
Operators...... (n=320) 41.9 18.1 36.9 3.1 
Contour buffer or filter strips of grass 
or other vegetation along slopes ...... 
Landowners .. (n=650) 37.1 9.5 40.6 12.8 
Operators...... (n=319) 34.8 16.6 43.9 4.7 
Manure or nutrient management 
plan .................................................. 
Landowners .. (n=653) 38.3 8.0 38.9 14.9 
Operators...... (n=317) 37.2 6.9 51.1 4.7 
Constructed or restored wetlands .... 
Landowners .. (n=644) 16.1 7.3 63.5 13.0 
Operators...... (n=315) 14.0 6.0 73.3 6.7 
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 3) Over the past ten years, what is the approximate total cost of all of the conservation 
practices that you have established on the farmland that you rent to others (landlords) or 
own (operators)? Please consider all expenses, including those covered by cost share or 
other sources. (Landowners n=638; Operators n=244)
None .................................................  Landowners .............  22.9% 
Operators .................  11.9% 
Under $5,000 ....................................  Landowners .............  30.6% 
Operators .................  31.1% 
Between $5,000 and $15,000 ..........  Landowners .............  24.8% 
Operators .................  28.3% 
Between $15,000 and $25,000 ........  Landowners .............  10.2% 
Operators .................  10.7% 
Between $25,000 and $50,000 ........  Landowners .............  8.0% 
Operators .................  12.7% 
Between $50,000 and $100,000 ......  Landowners .............  2.7% 
Operators .................  3.3% 
Over $100,000 ..................................  Landowners .............  0.9% 
Operators .................  2.0% 
4) Several agencies and organizations in Iowa have programs that help landowners to 
implement conservation activities on their land. Please indicate whether or not you are 
enrolled or have received financial or technical support from these programs.
Yes No 
Don’t 
Know 
 — Percentage —
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)? .................... Landowners ... (n=668) 45.2 44.3 10.5 
Operators ....... (n=240) 43.3 56.3 0.4 
Environmental Quality Improvement Program 
(EQIP)? ....................................................................... 
Landowners ... (n=640) 7.2 71.4 21.4 
Operators ....... (n=237) 22.8 71.7 5.5 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)? .............. Landowners ... (n=633) 6.6 69.2 24.2 
Operators ....... (n=236) 11.4 81.4 7.2 
IA Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
Cost-Share? ............................................................... 
Landowners ... (n=636) 13.7 64.2 22.2 
Operators ....... (n=236) 25.0 25.0 25.0 
Low-Interest (3%) Loan for Agricultural Best 
Practices ..................................................................... 
Landowners ... (n=639) 1.3 81.1 17.7 
Operators ....... (n=235) 2.6 90.2 7.2 
I have received cost-share, annual payments, and/or 
other assistance with conservation, but I don’t know 
the program name ...................................................... 
Landowners ... (n=608) 17.3 64.6 18.1 
Operators ....... (n=228) 19.3 74.6 6.1 
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5) The following are areas in which several agencies, organizations, and private companies 
provide services that help landowners to improve the economic and environmental 
efficiency of their land management activities. Please indicate how interested or 
uninterested you would be in receiving more information, technical assistance, or other 
support in the following areas.  
Not at All 
Interested 
Somewhat 
Interested 
Interested Very 
Interested 
Uncertain
 — Percentage —
Cropland management ................ 
Landowners(n=641) 50.7 20.1 17.9 3.9 7.3 
Operators .. (n=319) 30.7 32.0 27.6 7.5 2.2 
Pasture and hayland 
management ................................ 
Landowners . n=639) 75.6 8.6 8.0 2.3 5.5 
Operators .... n=320) 63.1 16.9 13.4 5.0 1.6 
Livestock management ................ 
Landowners(n=640) 80.9 7.0 5.3 2.0 4.7 
Operators .. (n=319) 59.9 18.5 13.8 4.7 3.1 
Soil fertility improvement .............. 
Landowners(n=648) 32.1 24.4 27.6 11.1 4.8 
Operators .. (n=319) 16.9 23.2 42.6 16.0 1.3 
Water quality improvement .......... 
Landowners(n=639) 33.3 24.4 26.8 10.3 5.2 
Operators .. (n=315) 18.7 30.2 39.4 9.5 2.2 
Wildlife habitat improvement ........ 
Landowners(n=640) 41.7 26.6 16.7 9.4 5.6 
Operators .. (n=319) 34.2 29.2 26.6 7.8 2.2 
Assessment of your farmland’s 
overall environmental 
performance ................................. 
Landowners(n=637) 36.4 25.4 23.4 7.5 7.2 
Operators .. (n=319) 27.6 32.0 31.0 7.5 1.9 
Communicating with 
renters/landlords .......................... 
Landowners(n=634) 49.5 15.3 19.7 10.6 4.9 
Operators .. (n=316) 29.7 25.6 29.7 12.0 2.8 
Land transfer/succession options 
Landowners(n=630) 42.1 17.3 20.0 14.0 6.7 
Operators .. (n=316) 29.1 21.5 29.7 15.2 4.4 
Tile drainage maintenance or 
improvement ................................ 
Landowners(n=641) 31.0 24.5 29.0 10.3 5.1 
Operators .. (n=318) 14.5 23.0 39.3 20.8 2.5 
Soil erosion control ...................... 
Landowners(n=639) 30.4 23.0 28.5 13.0 5.2 
Operators .. (n=318) 14.5 27.0 40.3 16.0 2.2 
Government commodity 
programs ...................................... 
Landowners(n=636) 43.6 22.0 20.4 7.2 6.8 
Operators .. (n=317) 19.2 26.2 41.0 11.7 1.9 
Government conservation 
programs ...................................... 
Landowners (n=636) 35.4 24.4 24.7 9.7 5.8 
Operators ...... (n=314) 18.8 28.0 38.2 12.7 2.2 
 6) How many acres of Iowa farmland do you own?  
Landowners ....... (n=679) Range=5-9,000 acres x = 337.3 acres Std. Dev. = 621.3 
Operators........... (n=296) Range=0-2,000 acres x = 229.6 acres Std. Dev. = 289.1 
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 7) How many acres of farmland did you rent to or from others in 2009?  
Landowners ....... (n=667) Range=5-4,000 acres x = 279.5 acres Std. Dev. = 358.0 
Operators........... (n=312) Range=2-6,600 acres x = 576.5 acres Std. Dev. = 630.2 
 8) To or from whom do you rent the most Iowa farmland? (Landowners n=700; Operators 
n=320)
A relative .................................................. Landowners ............... 35.6% 
Operators ................... 36.9% 
A friend of the family ................................ Landowners ............... 27.1% 
Operators ................... 20.0% 
A person who is neither a relative nor a 
friend of the family ...................................
Landowners ............... 37.3% 
Operators ................... 43.1% 
 9) Thinking about the person who rents the most land from you or to you, for how many 
years have you rented to or from that person? 
Landowners ....... (n=680) Range=0-60 years x = 13.9 years Std. Dev. = 9.8 
Operators........... (n=318) Range=0-60 years x = 18.3 years Std. Dev. = 12.5 
 10) In 2009, about how many times did you communicate about farming with the person who 
rents the most land from or to you (including any discussion of conservation issues: i.e., 
soil erosion, establishment of conservation practices, conservation tillage, or another 
conservation issue)?
Landowners ....... (n=646) Range=0-365 times x = 15.9 times Std. Dev. = 43.9 
Operators ........... (n=315) Range=0-365 times x = 11.4 times Std. Dev. = 29.4 
 11) In 2009, about how many times did you communicate with the same person specifically 
regarding conservation issues? 
Landowners ....... (n=635) Range=0-365 times x = 5.7 times Std. Dev. = 23.2 
Operators ........... (n=304) Range=0-50 times x = 4.2 times Std. Dev. = 7.2 
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 12) Thinking about the largest parcel of Iowa farmland that you own (landlords) or rent from 
others (operators), please indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with these 
statements.
Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Uncertain Agree
Strongly 
Agree 
— Percentage —
I/my landlord don’t have enough time 
to be involved in decision making ..... 
Landowners . (n=636) 25.2 43.4 13.7 14.9 2.8 
Operators ..... (n=316) 18.7 51.6 17.1 9.5 3.2 
Sometimes I feel that it is hard to 
communicate my beliefs and desires 
to my farm operator/landlord ............. 
Landowners . (n=648) 36.6 43.8 11.1 6.3 2.2 
Operators ..... (n=317) 24.9 47.0 10.7 14.2 3.2 
I feel comfortable asking my 
renter/landlord to use certain 
conservation practices on my land ... 
Landowners . (n=669) 3.1 6.3 13.6 60.3 16.7 
Operators ..... (n=315) 2.2 7.3 12.7 66.7 11.1 
I/my landlord don’t know enough 
about farming to participate in many 
decisions ........................................... 
Landowners . (n=664) 34.5 34.9 9.3 16.0 5.3 
Operators ..... (n=316) 27.5 46.8 13.0 9.5 3.2 
I worry that discussion of 
conservation might upset my 
renter/landlord ................................... 
Landowners . (n=660) 37.1 47.1 8.8 4.5 2.4 
Operators ..... (n=315) 24.1 51.1 14.9 7.6 2.2 
I/my landlord require that my tenant/ 
I implement whatever conservation 
practices are necessary .................... 
Landowners . (n=645) 4.8 11.6 17.8 52.6 13.2 
Operators ..... (n=315) 4.8 23.0 15.0 49.8 7.3 
I/my landlord am committed to my 
renter’s/my continuation as tenant .... 
Landowners . (n=672) 2.4 3.0 8.0 53.7 32.9 
Operators ........ (n=316) 1.9 4.1 10.8 61.7 21.5 
 13) Thinking about all of the Iowa farmland that you rent to or from others, how important is it 
as a source of income for your household? (Landowners n=693; Operators n=317)
Not at all important ............ Landowners ...............  5.8% 
 Operators ..................  0.9% 
Slightly important ............... Landowners ...............  9.8% 
 Operators ..................  10.4% 
Somewhat important .......... Landowners ...............  16.6% 
Operators ..................  19.2% 
Important ........................... Landowners ...............  28.9% 
 Operators ..................  32.5% 
Very important ................... Landowners ...............  39.0% 
 Operators ..................  36.9% 
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14) Landowners: Landowners use different criteria to decide who rents their land and whether 
their renters do a good job. How important are the following qualities when evaluating 
current or potential renters? 
Operators: Landowners use different criteria to select the farm operators who farm their 
land. Thinking generally about your landlord(s), please rate the importance of the 
following reasons in their decision to continue renting to you. 
Not at All 
Important
Slightly 
Important
Somewhat 
Important Important
Very 
Important
— Percentage —
Amount of rent they will pay/I am 
willing to pay per acre .................. 
Landowners .. (n=661) 5.4 9.2 21.5 46.9 16.9 
Operators ...... (n=305) 9.2 17.7 36.7 33.4 3.0 
Trustworthiness ........................... 
Landowners .. (n=679) 0.6 0.4 1.9 32.4 64.7 
Operators ...... (n=315) 1.6 2.2 22.9 72.7 0.6 
Ability to maintain soil 
productivity ................................... 
Landowners .. (n=672) 0.3 0.6 5.1 45.2 48.8 
Operators ...... (n=315) 3.2 5.4 37.8 53.3 0.3 
Reliability in paying the rent on 
time .............................................. 
Landowners .. (n=665) 2.7 1.4 4.4 41.8 49.8 
Operators ...... (n=309) 3.9 3.9 27.5 63.8 1.0 
Reputation as a good farmer ....... 
Landowners .. (n=681) 0.6 0.6 3.8 42.0 53.0 
Operators ...... (n=315) 1.6 5.1 35.2 57.1 1.0 
Ability to avoid soil erosion .......... 
Landowners .. (n=675) 0.6 0.7 6.7 49.9 42.1 
Operators ...... (n=315) 4.1 14.3 41.3 38.4 1.9 
Ability to avoid contaminating 
waterways chemicals, nutrients, etc. . 
Landowners .. (n=668) 0.6 1.0 8.4 48.7 41.3 
Operators ...... (n=314) 4.8 15.3 42.7 34.1 3.2 
Ability to maintain wildlife habitat .......
Landowners .. (n=659) 9.1 13.8 27.3 31.7 18.1 
Operators ...... (n=312) 18.6 32.4 26.0 15.7 7.4 
That they be active in the 
community/Because I am an 
outstanding member of the 
community ......................................... 
Landowners .. (n=665) 18.5 17.7 30.1 25.6 8.1 
Operators ...... (n=307) 33.6 20.8 28.0 9.8 7.8 
That I like them/because they like 
me as a person .................................. 
Landowners .. (n=678) 2.2 3.8 12.7 44.7 36.6 
Operators ...... (n=312) 7.4 14.1 42.0 33.0 3.5 
That they care about me and my 
land/because I care about them and 
their land 
Landowners .. (n=641) 0.9 0.6 6.5 41.1 51.0 
Operators ...... (n=312) 2.9 5.8 30.8 59.0 1.6 
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 15) Several groups in Iowa are thinking about developing a voluntary program to certify farm 
operators as “Master Farmland Conservationists.” To become a Master Farmland 
Conservationist, a farm operator would complete approximately 40 hours of coursework 
and instruction on conservation-related topics including:
 identifying farmland conservation needs, 
 understanding state, federal, and other conservation agencies, programs, and 
resources available to support conservation, 
 planning and implementation of conservation practices, 
 communicating conservation needs to landowners, and  
 marketing conservation skills to landowners. 
 Operators would be required to complete 3 to 6 hours of continuing education each year 
to maintain their Master Farmland Conservationist designation. Farm operators would be 
able to market their Master Farmland Conservationist certification as an asset that would 
assure landowners that they would care for their land. Please answer the following 
questions regarding the proposed program.
   Yes No Maybe 
Don’t 
Know 
— Percentage — 
Would you be in favor of a Master 
Farmland Conservationist program 
that “certifies” farm operators’ ability 
to apply soil and water 
conservation? .................................... 
Landowners .. (n=646) 16.5 29.5 31.5 22.4 
Operators ...... (n=312) 14.7 39.1 36.2 9.9 
Would you/landlords rent to a 
certified Master Farmland 
Conservationist over someone 
who was not certified, if rent did 
not change? ................................. 
Landowners .. (n=649) 14.5 31.5 38.3 15.7 
Operators ...... (n=313) 8.9 38.0 34.5 18.5 
If a Master Farmland 
Conservationist program were 
developed, would you want your 
renter/would you want to become 
a certified Master Farmland 
Conservationist? .......................... 
Landowners .. (n=665) 8.7 24.8 36.0 30.4 
Operators ...... (n=311) 11.3 37.3 38.3 13.2 
 16) Gender (Landowners n=687; Operators n=317) 
Male..................  Landowners ........................ 61.6% 
Operators ........................... 98.1% 
Female .............  Landowners ........................ 38.4% 
Operators ........................... 1.9% 
 17) Age 
Landowners ......  (n=673) Range=21-99 years x = 70.2 years Std. Dev. = 13.4 
Operators..........  (n=314) Range=24-99 years x = 53.2 years Std. Dev. = 12.8 
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 18) Highest Level of Education Completed (Landowners n=680; Operators n=318) 
High school or less Landowners ................  39.1% 
 Operators ...................  47.5% 
Some college Landowners ................  26.2% 
 Operators ...................  33.0% 
Bachelor’s degree or higher Landowners ................  34.7% 
 Operators ...................  19.6% 
This material is based upon work supported by the Natural Resources Conservation Service, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, under number 74-6114-9-01. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this 
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